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On September 13th 2020 Bhagavat Dharma Samaj’s Office of Public Relations 
received information about a  REGISTERED LAWYER’S NOTICE sent from the 
law office of PRASAD & SUKUMAR ASSOCIATES delivered to Bhagavat 
Dharma Samaj, Sri Sri Radha Govinda Mandir (Red Stone Temple), 100 Feet Road, 
Raman Reti, Vrindavan. As follows is a copy of their notice and our response.
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September 27th 2020 
 
TO: 
Prasad & Sukumar Associates 
U S V Prasad, P Sukumar Rao 
1-47-6, MIG Plot No. 16, Sector-1, MVP Colony 
Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, 530017, India  

 
CEASE AND DESIST NOTICE. 

This letter acknowledges that we have received your legal notice dated August 17th 2020 
sent on behalf of your client ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’ at Door No. 50-49-32, 
TPT Colony, Seethammadara, Vishakapatnam, 530016, Andhra Pradesh, delivered to our 
‘Bhagavat Dharma Samaj’ at 100 Feet Road, Raman Reti, Vrindavan, 281121, Uttar Pradesh.  

Prima facie, the accusations made in your notice are unsubstantiated and untrue. Upon 
close inspection, we also observed and noted the following inconsistencies, unfit to an 
appropriate and justified lawyer’s notice. Noting: 

• that except the name of the organization, the name of your client’s representative is 
nowhere to be found in the notice; 

• that the name of the advocate individual signing the notice is also not made known; 

• that no proof or evidence whatsoever of any wrongdoing or illegal activity was shared; 

• that no proofs, corroborating statements, affidavits, or name(s) of any person(s) involved 
in this said complaint was presented; 

• that your notice appears to be an attack on our ongoing online preaching efforts, 
considering that freely speaking about philosophical differences are freedoms guaranteed 
by the Indian constitution, particularly freedom of speech guaranteed by Article 19; 

• that our member Chidananda Koppisetty, now spiritually initiated by His Divine Grace 
Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī (Founder-Āchārya of Bhāgavat 
Dharma Samāj) as Chaturbhuja das, never signed any binding agreement of any kind with 
your client, making him free from any legal responsibility or duty to your client. 



OFFICE of 
PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 
   

कृ$ण&तु भगवान् &वयम् 
 

Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj 
Institute for Pure Devotional Service 

 

Website 
www.krsna.org 

 
Email address 

opr@krsna.org 

 

 
 

 
 

Page 2 of 41  
                           

                                                                                                                              
Signed remotely 

Accordingly, we have concluded that your legal notice is an attempt by your client to 
harass and intimidate Chidananda Koppisetty and Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj. Furthermore, the 
legal notice sent to us is considered by us to be frivolous and legally inappropriate, and falls 
within the direct responsibility of the (so far unknown) advocate individual who signed it.  

Therefore, any subsequent legal notices from your office or any other type of harassment 
from your client will see to our complete diligence, which may include but would not be limited 
to, the submitting of an official complaint to the Andhra Pradesh Advocates Association and the 
appropriate government authorities. 

Your client has also never attempted to try to resolve and/or discuss with us any of their 
contentions by any means or channels, and your client’s decision to address us for the first time in 
such threatening and intimidating manner we find to be not only unethical on their part but also 
legally contemptible on yours. 

Having said that, in order to further elucidate our position and for the sake of civil and 
relevant discussion on spiritual matters, we would like to extend the courtesy to you and your 
client and respond to each one of the statements in your notice, eight (8) in number. We are open 
and have always been open to civil discussion, and if your client desires this can always be done 
by emailing us at info@krsna.org. We respond to all correspondence.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________      
Krishna Kirtan                                 (Signed remotely) 
(Louvalie Loyola Caju)  
Acting secretary to His Divine Grace  
Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī 

 
Ratified by, 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Nandigala Prasada Reddy 
M.A., M.L., Advocate 
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RESPONSE TO BASELESS ACCUSATIONS. 

(1) 
Chidananda Koppisetty (hereon addressed as Chaturbhuja das) indeed rendered volunteer 

services to the Trust of your client ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’ for a period of five 
years (2013-2018). Not only did he render all volunteer services with his dedicated time, but also 
gave donations of personal assets, having donated his own laptop, camera, home theater system, 
and projector, totaling 4 lakhs of Indian Rupees (USD $5,400) in value.  He also attended the 
daily morning programs until 9:30 am, and after that, from 10:00 am until 8:00 pm, would travel 
preaching, meeting strangers, and collecting donations for the Trust of your client. So dedicated 
was Chaturbhuja das, that he collected between 25 to 30 lakhs of Indian Rupees (USD $36,000) 
for your client’s Trust during that period. Being a strict volunteer, Chaturbhuja das never received 
any payment for his services, nor did he ever ask for any payment, nor will he ask for any 
payment. His services were completely volunteer, services which the Trust of your client was 
happy to accept. 

(2) 
Chaturbuja das at no time signed any binding agreement with your client or the Trust of 

your client. Simply because Chaturbhuja das no longer wished to be in association with your 
client’s organization, which he had later found to be spiritually incorrect and not benefitting to 
him, his prior participation would not entitle your client in any way to any legally binding 
agreement. It would also never justify your client’s placing a complaint with the M.V.P. Police 
Station in regards to his unknown whereabouts. His coming was completely voluntary and so was 
his departure. No disconnected volunteer member of any organization should ever feel concerned, 
intimidated or afraid when wanting to distance himself/herself when he/she no longer feels 
connected to the organization. Moreover, it becomes even more strange when you write that your 
client had stated that, as early as the time of his joining they had noticed that Chaturbhuja das 
“had changed in behavior and became contrary to their regularizations”. This would make anyone 
ask themselves as to why would your client still go to such great lengths to trace his whereabouts 
already knowing he had become disinterested. Needless to say, it does not justify the need to 
involve even the police in such otherwise regular and common matter. 

(3) 
 
It appears your client attempted to treat Chaturbhuja das as a criminal, when nothing 

stated by you or anyone anywhere claims that he ever did anything remotely against the law, nor 
anything that would also justify your client’s adamant search for him. Not only that would be a 
breach of personal privacy, but it can also be understood as harassment. What is incredibly 
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puzzling is your mention that even an FIR (First Information Report) was filed with the police, 
and that the police closed the FIR when his whereabouts later became known. What would ever 
justify this type of attitude by your client? Also, how could an FIR become even possible in the 
first place? How could the police accept an FIR report for a person who simply could not be 
located and nothing else? There was not even any non-cognizable offense ever committed, much 
less a cognizable offense (an alleged crime). An FIR can only be filed in connection to an alleged 
cognizable offense, such as murder, rape, or robbery. Knowing this, we would prefer to believe 
that such FIR did not come to exist, because the police could not have possibly or reasonably 
accept it, as it does not fit the basic criteria for such type of report. This would be an abuse of the 
legal procedural system,  as Section 154 of the Code of Criminal Procedure states: 

In order to constitute an FIR in terms of section 154 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1973 two conditions are to be fulfilled: 
 
 (a) what is conveyed must be an information; and 
 (b) that information should relate to the commission of a cognizable offence 
 on the face of it. 

FIR definition: http://www.legalserviceindia.com/Criminallaws/fir.htm  
 First Information Report: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_information_report 

Cognizable offense definition: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognisable_offence 
 

(4) 
 

Chaturbhuja das is a spiritual seeker, and like many others like him one sometimes may 
go through several spiritual organizations until finding one that fully satisfies their spiritual quest. 
So what happened to Chaturbhuja das is nothing extraordinary and he ultimately found what he 
was looking for in the teachings of our scripturally authorized Spiritual Master His Divine Grace 
Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī. 

 
OUR AUTHORIZED SPIRITUAL MASTER. 

 
His Divine Grace Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī (the Founder-

Āchārya of Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj), an initiated disciple of His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, is a bonafide and highly learned Vrajavāsī Śrotriyā Brāhmaṇa 
Vaiṣṇava Scripturally Authorized Initiating Spiritual Master in the line of the Brahmā-Madhva-
Gauḍīya-Sampradāya. Swāmījī has been recognized by all the four Vaiṣṇava Sampradāyas of 
India for his erudition and devotion, who gave him the title Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar.  

 
His rare and elevated birth, qualifications, perfect command of the Sanskrit language (the 

language of the Vedic scriptures), born and raised in a pure Brāhmaṇa Vaiṣṇava family in Śrī 
Vrindāvan Dhām, a Vrajavāsī who has known nothing else but spiritual life in his entire life, who 
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never ate or touched any kind of meat, onion or garlic nor ever drank any wine or tea, a veritable 
pure devotee of Lord Kṛṣṇa, altogether makes him more than qualified and rightfully positioned 
to guide, initiate and instruct anyone on the tenets of authentic spiritual life and Vaiṣṇavism. 

 
As follows are some of our Swāmījī’s qualifications and accomplishments: 

 
• The only Vrajavāsī initiated disciple of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 

Śrīla Prabhupāda. Vrajavāsīs do not need to take to the Sannyasa order of life; however, 
Swāmījī is also the first Vrajavāsī to ever wear saffron and take to the Sannyasa order; 
 

• Fulfilled the desire of his Spiritual Master Śrīla Prabhupāda by constructing a marvelous 
temple in red stone in Raman Reti, Vrindāvan, the Śrī Śrī Rādhā Govinda Mandir;  
 
The Red Stone Temple on Google Maps 
https://goo.gl/maps/Qcir8c3ZNCQ2jcwf9 
 

• A Śrotriyā Brāhmaṇa, born and raised in a pure Vaiṣṇava family in Śrī Vrindāvan Dhām, 
endowed with a rare and complete Vedic education; 
 

• Translated and gave detailed Vrajavāsī English purports on the 10th and 11th Cantos of 
Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, an amazing work totaling a set of 15 large volumes; 
 

• Translated and gave detailed Vrajavāsī English purports on the Śrīmad Bhagavad-gītā;  
 

• Translated and gave detailed Vrajavāsī purports in English, Hindi, and Sanskrit on the 
Vedānta Sūtra. No other complete Vaiṣṇava translation and commentary was made on the 
Vedānta Sūtra since Śrīla Baladeva Vidyābhūṣaṇa; 
 

• The author of Vaiṣṇava Kaṇṭha-Hāra (The Guidebook for the Spiritually Inclined), Gurū 
Nirnaya Dīpikā (The Scriptural Decision on Who Can Become Guru and Who Cannot), 
Bhakti Mārg (The Path of Devotion, in Hindi), Ekādaśī (The Day of Lord Hari, in 
English), translation and purport of the Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad (English), Harileela 
(Mystical Episodes God Performed on Earth, in English), An Illustration of Devotional 
Service (in Sanskrit), The Process of Deity Worship (English, Hindi) and other books. 
Some of Swāmījī’s books have also been translated by his followers into several 
languages; 
 
See all Swāmījī books at https://www.krsna.org/books 
 

• Swāmījī was unanimously appointed to the position of Mahant by the Mahants of the 
Vrindāvan area. The four Vaiṣṇava Sampradāyas of India further elevated Swāmījī to the 
position of Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar; 
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Watch Swāmījī’s Mahant Samaroh (1991) 
https://youtu.be/VvbfqtHNcFs 
 
Watch Swāmījī’s Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar ceremony at Kumbha Melā (2004) 
https://youtu.be/M_jwT5J_qB8    
 

• Swāmījī maintains an authentic Vedic Gurukula Ashram in Vrindāvan where many 
young men are sent by their parents and accepted to attend at no charge; 
 

• Swāmījī is the initiating Spiritual Master for many in India and abroad, who love him and 
worship him with their life and soul; 
 

• University professors and statesmen alike have praised and recognized the great work for 
humanity that is being done by Swāmījī. 

One of Lord Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu’s favorite disciples, Śrī Prabodhānanda 
Sarasvatī, describes the value of the Vrajavāsīs in the following way in his Śrī Vrindāban 
Mahimāmṛtam: 

varṇāṇām brāhmaṇo gurūḥ brāhmaṇānāṁ gurū sanyāsī 
sanyāsīnāṁ gurūḥ avināsī avināsīnāṁ gurūḥ vrajavāsī 

“The Brāhmaṇa is the Gurū of the four social orders (Brāhmaṇa, Kṣatriya, Vaiśya, 
and Śūdra), the Sanyāsī is the Gurū of the Brāhmaṇas, the imperishable God is the Gurū of 
the Sanyāsīs, and the Vrajavāsī is the Gurū of that imperishable God.” 

Swāmījī is no ordinary devotee. He is a Śrotriyā Brāhmaṇa Vaiṣṇava devotee of Lord 
Kṛṣṇa and is authorized to function as Gurū by all the ancient Vedic scriptures of India written in 
Sanskrit, and his position is exalted even among the Vrajavāsīs and the Vaiṣṇava Mahants, who 
are all real devotees of Lord Kṛṣṇa. Thus, it is impossible for anyone to be held in higher regard 
among the true self-realized devotees of the Lord than our Swāmījī is today.  

(5) 
Article 19 of the Constitution of India guarantees to all its citizens the right to freedom of 

speech and expression. The freedom of speech under Article 19(1) includes the right to express 
one’s views and opinions at any issue through any medium, e.g. by words of mouth, writing, 
printing, picture, film, movie etc.  It thus includes the freedom of communication and the right to 
propagate or publish opinion.   
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Chaturbhuja das never incited harm against anyone with his words or deeds, nor did he 
ever intend to defame anyone. All the statements of members of Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj are 
strictly based on the evidence from the sacred Vedic scriptures and the previous Vaiṣṇava 
Āchāryas, which your client and ourselves are bound to hold in the highest regard. Quoting and 
making correct observations based on the Vedic scriptures should always be the subject for 
healthy and open discussion, and it is something that must be encouraged and not silenced. 

It has been pointed out by legal experts that the freedom of expression guaranteed by 
Article 19 of the Indian Constitution has the following broad special purposes: 

1. It helps an individual to attain self-fulfillment. 
2. It assists in the discovery of truth. 
3. It strengthen the capacity of an individual in participating in decision-making. 
4. It provides a mechanism by which it would be possible to establish a reasonable 
balance between stability and social change. 
5. It assists all members of society to be able to form their own beliefs and communicate 
them freely to others. 
 
Reference: https://www.lawteacher.net/free-law-essays/constitutional-law/freedom-of-
speech-and-expression-constitutional-law-essay.php 

Therefore, we are always prepared to freely use our right to freedom of expression at any 
given moment or by any means we deem necessary in order to rightfully educate the public in the 
matter of pursuing authentic spiritual life. Therefore, in light of your legal notice we are taking 
yet another opportunity to exercise this fundamental right, and present the following: 

THE INCONTROVERTIBLE VERDICT 
OF THE VEDIC SCRIPTURES 

AND THE VAIṢṆAVA ĀCHĀRYAS 
ON WHO CAN BECOME GURŪ 

AND WHO CANNOT. 
(CONFIRMED AND EXPLAINED) 

In recent times Vaiṣṇava organizations world-wide have been plagued by speculation, 
misdirection, misinterpretation, and lack of proper understanding concerning the subject of Gurū. 
This is mainly due to unqualified people and heretics pontificating on these important topics 
before the public, thus creating great confusion with the innocent public.  
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No subject is of more importance to those on the path of Vaiṣṇavism everywhere than the 
topic of Gurū—who can become Gurū and who cannot. This subject has been explored and 
explained in our Spiritual Master’s book Gurū Nirnaya Dīpikā, The Scriptural Decision on Who 
Can Become Gurū and Who Cannot, published in 1993. The book contains an extensive series of 
direct quotes from the Vedic scriptures and from our previous Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas (spiritual 
authorities), unequivocally settling the matter with factual Vedic scriptural evidence.  

Unfortunately, several Vaiṣṇava organizations around the world in their current state 
today are not following the ancient Vedic rules concerning Gurū, and many of their leaders have 
turned to becoming self-appointed Gurūs and/or adopted speculative ways for taking and giving 
initiation, all done without the serious consideration to the strict rules stated in the Vedic 
scriptures and confirmed in the teachings of the previous Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas.  

SYMPTOMS OF KALIYUGA 

In the Sanat Kumāra Samhitā the symptoms of Kaliyuga are described as such: 

śūdra-prati gṛhiṣyanti tapo-veśopa-jīvinaḥ 
dharmaṁ vakṣanti adharmajña adhiruhyanti tāmasān 

“Śūdras will become devotees of God and will live and act like austere saints. 
Although they are irreligious in their hearts, they will teach their concoction of spiritual life 
to others. With such disturbances real religion will be destroyed, and ignorance will prevail 
on earth.” 

Furthermore, it is also said in the Śatakam: 

yady asmin kaliyuge sūrayo'pi vidvānśo'pi muhyanti śruti 
smrutyodita dharmeṣu kutarkān sambhāvya pākhaṇḍino bhavanti 

“The influence of Kaliyuga will bewilder even greatly learned people on the real 
injunctions of the scriptures. In such a confused state, they will follow the heretic 
spiritualists who misrepresent the scriptural injunctions with their fallacious arguments.” 

We live in Kaliyuga, the age of quarrel and hypocrisy, and the above is going today. 
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The Initiating Spiritual Master 
— Dīkṣā Gurū. 

We firmly object against the general belief held today by the leaders of ISKCON (the 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness) that just anyone, only by merit of their so-called 
devotion, can become an initiating spiritual master (Dīkṣā Gurū) in the Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava 
Sampradāya tradition, when the clear and incontrovertible evidence from the Vedic scriptures 
state otherwise.  

The ancient Vedic scriptures of India compiled by Śrīla Vyāsadeva, the literary 
incarnation of God, are accepted as truth by all the great Āchāryas of India such as Srīpāda 
Rāmanuja, Śrīpāda Mādhva, Śrīpāda Nimbārka, Śrīpāda Viṣṇusvāmi, Śrīpāda Śrīdhara Swami, 
Śrīpāda Madhusūdana Sarasvatī, Śrīpāda Ballabhāchārya, Śrīla Rūpa Goswami, Śrīla Sanātana 
Goswami, Śrīla Jīva Goswami, Śrīla Vamśīdhara Goswami, Śrīla Visvanātha Chakravartī 
Ṭhākura, Śrīla Valadeva, and even the impersonalist leader Śrīpāda Saṅkarāchāry; and these 
Vedic scriptures strictly state that one must be thoroughly qualified in multiple and simultaneous 
ways in order to become authorized to act as a Dīkṣā Gurū (initiating Spiritual Master); and the 
same sacred Vedic scriptures also state precisely what these qualifications must be. 

TRADITIONAL BRĀHMAṆAS EXIST ON EARTH TODAY. 

ISKCON leaders and some others today will say that in this age of Kaliyuga there no 
longer exists on earth traditionally born Brāhmaṇas and argue that absolutely everyone in 
Kaliyuga is born a Śūdra. They try to substantiate this claim by quoting the verse that says “kalau 
śūdra-sambhavaḥ”. Because their knowledge is limited they do not understand that the word 
“sambhavaḥ” means “almost all”; in other words, in Kaliyuga practically speaking all are born 
Śūdras, but that does not mean absolutely everyone.  

The Brāhmaṇḍa Purāṇa states that until the complete annihilation of this universe real 
Brāhmaṇas will exist on earth. Such real Brāhmaṇas are called ‘Bhūsura’, the demigods on earth. 
If all the original Brāhmaṇas leave the earth, she will sink into the Garbhodaka Ocean (located at 
the bottom of the universe). As life still exists on this planet, it is to be understand that there are 
real Brāhmaṇas existing on the earth, and by studying the Vedic scriptures we can become 
qualified to recognize the real Brāhmaṇas. (GND) 

ONLY A HIGHLY QUALIFIED BRĀHMAṆA 
CAN BECOME AN INITIATING SPIRITUAL MASTER. 

In the Manu Smruti the qualifications of a born Brāhmaṇa who can perform purificatory 
functions such as giving initiation are stated thus: 
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janmanā brāhmaṇo jñeyaḥ samskārād dvija ucyate 
vidyayā yāti vipratvaṁ tribhiḥ śrotriya śabda-bhāk 

“A person born in a Brāhmaṇa family is addressed as Brāhmaṇa by birthright. 
After he accepts the sacred thread ceremony he is called Dvija or twice born. By studying 
the scriptures he becomes a Vipra, or wise Brāhmaṇa. Only when he has met all three 
qualifications is he addressed as Śrotriya Brāhmaṇa, or the qualified performer of all 
purificatory functions.” 

THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF A BRĀHMAṆA. 

In Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (10.8.6) Nanda Mahārāja said the following to Gargamuni: 

bālayor anayor nṛṇāṁ janmanā brāhmaṇo guruḥ 

“Since birth the Brāhmaṇa is the Gurū for everyone on earth.” 

Śrīla Jīva Goswami comments on the above verse of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (10.8.6) stating: 

janmanā, janma mātreṇaiva kiṁ punar jñānādinā iti arthaḥ 

“What more can be said, the meaning here is that not only due to his knowledge, but 
also just by his birthright a Brāhmaṇa is the Spiritual Master of everyone.” 

Śrīla Visvanātha Chakravartī Ṭhākura comments on the same verse from Śrīmad 
Bhāgavatam (10.8.6) as follows: 

tena ubhaya guṇa yuktatvāt tvameva daivajño 
mantravit ca kartum arhasi iti arthaḥ. 

nanu etad guruṇā karaṇīyam iti cet tatrāha. 

“The meaning here is because a sincere Brāhmaṇa has both high birth and Gurū 
succession, and knowledge of mantras and devotion to Kṛṣṇa, he should be accepted as 
Spiritual Master. Indeed he is certainly the only Spiritual Master to be accepted, no one 
else.” 

THE ORIGINAL BRĀHMAṆA WHO LORD KṚṢṆA HIMSELF WORSHIPS. 

Śrī Nārada Muni tells Yudhiṣṭhira Mahārāja in Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (7.14.42): 
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nanv asya brāhmaṇā rājan kṛṣṇasya jagadātmanaḥ 
punantaḥ pāda rajasā trilokī daivataṁ mahat 

“O king, what to speak of us (you and I), the Brāhmaṇas are worshipable even by 
the Supreme Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa, the soul of all, because the dust of their lotus feet purifies the 
three worlds.” 

ON BECOMING LIKE A BRĀHMAṆA. 

One may say that by chanting the Hare Kṛṣṇa Mahāmantra and taking spiritual initiation 
from a bonafide Spiritual Master, a low-born person becomes equal to a perfect Brāhmaṇa who is 
qualified to perform sacrifice. (GND) 

Yes, Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (3.33.6) states: 

yan-nāmadheya-śravaṇānukīrtanād 
yat prahvaṇād yat-smaraṇād api kvacit 
śvādo'pi sadyaḥ savanāya kalpate 

kutaḥ punas te bhagavan nu darśanāt 

“O Lord, what to speak of the spiritual purity a person receives who sees You 
directly, just by hearing or repeating Your Name, offering obeisances unto You or 
remembering You, even a dog-eater immediately becomes purified and equally respectable 
like that of a Brāhmaṇa who performs sacrifice.” 

Śrīla Jīva Goswami comments on the above verse of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (3.33.6) saying: 

tatra yogyatāyāṁ labdha-ārambho bhavati ity arthaḥ. 
tad anantara janmany eva dvijatvaṁ prāpya tad ādya adhikāri syād iti bhāvaḥ. 

“This verse means that by chanting the holy name of the Lord a dog-eater begins to 
acquire purity. If he is desirous to perform the Vedic rites, even if he is pure, he must take 
another birth in the house of a Brāhmaṇa to do so.” 

Śrīmad Bhāgavatam (7.11.35) also states: 

yasya yal lakṣaṇaṁ proktaṁ pumśo varṇābhivyañjakam 
yad anyatrāpi dṛśyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiśet 

“The symptoms stated here designate a person into a particular order, if those 
symptoms are found in a person, he should be considered equal to that order.” 



OFFICE of 
PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 
   

कृ$ण&तु भगवान् &वयम् 
 

Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj 
Institute for Pure Devotional Service 

 

Website 
www.krsna.org 

 
Email address 

opr@krsna.org 

 

 
 

 
 

Page 12 of 41  
                           

                                                                                                                              
Signed remotely 

Śrīla Visvanātha Chakravartī Ṭhākura clears this point in his commentary on the above 
verse stating, “brāhmaṇādi tulya ādaraṁ lakṣayati na ca ‘para-dharmo bhayāvaha’ iti vācyam”, 
that “if Brāhminical qualities are found in a person of another order he should be respected as a 
Brāhmaṇa, but he cannot claim to be a Brāhmaṇa, as the Lord clearly states, ‘to follow another’s 
duty even perfectly is more dangerous than following one’s own imperfectly’.” (GND) 

Becoming purified equal to a perfect Brāhmaṇa and becoming a perfect Brāhmaṇa are 
two different things. Just as becoming equal to the king of heaven and being the king of heaven 
are two different things. The Vedic scriptures encourage everyone to become and remain a 
devotee of God so that liberation can be received. But in adopting spiritual life, if a low born 
person occupies the post of an original Brāhmaṇa, it breaks the law of Vedic scriptures. (GDN) 

Śrīla Jīva Goswami, the back-bone of Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇavism states in his commentary on 
Bhakti-rasāmṛta-sindhu, Durgama-Saṅgamanī: 

brāhmaṇa kumārāṇāṁ śaukre janmani durjātitva abhāve'pi 
savana ayogyatvāya puṇya viśeṣa-maya sāvitra janma sāpekṣa 
tvāt, tataś ca savana ayogyatv apratikūla durjāty ārambhakaṁ 
prārabdham api gatam eva, kintu śiṣṭācāra abhāvat sāvitraṁ 

janma nāsti iti brāhmaṇa kumārāṇāṁ savana yogyatv 
abhāvacchedaka puṇya viśeṣamaya sāvitra janma apekṣāvad 

asya janmāntara apekṣā vartata iti bhāvaḥ. ataḥ pramāṇa 
vākye'pi 'savanāya kalpate' sambhāvito bhavati, 

na tu tadaiva adhikārisyāt iti abhipretam. 
(Durgama-Saṅgamanī, 1.16) 

“Even though born in a Brāhmaṇa dynasty and are not of low birth, still they 
remain unqualified to perform any purificatory ceremonies like initiation or fire sacrifices. 
They have to wait until their purificatory thread ceremony of Brāhmaṇa initiation to 
perform such services. Similarly, those born in untouchable low class families have their 
impurities removed by initiation into Bhakti-yoga. However, due to spiritual regulation, 
just as a Brāhmaṇa’s son has to wait for his thread ceremony (Brāhmaṇa’s initiation), the 
low-born devotee, although initiated, has to take another birth to perform such purificatory 
functions. Regardless of the scriptural statement, ‘A low-born becomes purified by 
embracing spiritual life’, means he is considered pure, but not entitled to perform 
purificatory ceremonies like initiation or deity installation.” 
 
 Śrīla Visvanātha Chakravartī Ṭhākura also writes in his Sārārtha-Pradarśinī: 

yogyatvam atra yāga adhikāritva svarūpam eva, 
na ca tādṛśa śvapacasya yāga-adhikāratve 
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sa kathaṁ yogaṁ na karoti iti vācyam. 
(Sārārtha Pradarśinī, 1.1.22) 

“A low-born out-caste, when initiated, becomes like a purified person, but this does 
not mean he is able to perform purificatory ceremonies such as initiation or deity 
installation etc.” 

Under the direct guidance of Lord Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu, Śrīla Rūpa Goswāmī 
wrote in his Bhakti-Rasāmṛta-Sindhu (Nectar of Devotion): 

durjātir eva savanāyogyatve kāraṇaṁ matam 
durjāty ārambhakaṁ pāpaṁ yat syāt prārabdham eva tat 

(Bhakti-Rasāmṛta-Sindhu 1.1.22) 

“The only reason to remain unauthorized to initiate, install deities, or perform any 
sacrifices is a devotee’s taking a low birth. This low birth is the symptom of his past 
acquired sinful deeds.” 

STRICTLY FORBIDDEN FROM DOING SO. 

All of this means that Śūdras and lower-born simply cannot function as initiating 
Spiritual Master (Dīkṣā Gurū) in their lifetime, and are forbidden from doing so by the Vedic 
scriptures written by Śrīla Vyāsadeva, the literary incarnation of the Lord. These are the strict and 
immutable rules of the Vedic scriptures regarding the position of an initiating Spiritual Master 
(Dīkṣā Gurū), rules which are further confirmed and explained in the commentaries of our 
previous Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas. 

Having said that, it must be noted that those who are born in lower class families such as 
mleccha, yavana, and Śūdras, they can receive initiation from a scripturally authentic Gurū, and if 
they follow properly they can become pure devotees and go back to Godhead—but they cannot 
become initiating Gurūs in any manner. 

A Brāhmaṇa birth is the Lord’s sign indicating that such a person was already an 
advanced devotee in their last life, that he has already performed many innumerable purificatory 
functions, and therefore is now authorized to be an initiating Guru who will be able to purify his 
disciple and take him back to Godhead. (NK) 

WHERE TRANSCENDENTALISTS TAKE BIRTH. 

In our Swāmījī’s translation and commentaries of Bhagavad Gītā this is further 
explained. Lord Kṛṣṇa replied to Arjuna in Bhagavad Gītā when Arjuna asked, “What is the 
destination of an unsuccessful Yogi?”:  
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“O son of Pṛthā, there is no misfortune for an unsuccessful yogī in this life or in the 
next. Anyone who performs auspicious activities, O dear disciple, does not become 
degraded.” —Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā, The Song of God (6.40)  

Then in the following verses Lord Kṛṣṇa clarifies the position of one who practices Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness but does not reach perfection. The process of Kṛṣṇa consciousness is so powerful 
that even the result of very little practice of spiritual life is never lost.  

Lord Kṛṣṇa continues: “The unsuccessful yogī, after enjoying for many years on the 
planets where the pious go, again takes birth in this world in a house of a virtuous and 
prosperous aristocratic family.” —Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā, The Song of God (6.41) 

“Or else he takes birth in a dynasty of learned transcendentalists who are certainly 
very wise. Indeed, taking such a birth is very rare in this world.” —Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā, 
The Song of God (6.42)  

“There are two categories of yogis who fall from the spiritual path. The destination of 
those who fall from the immature stage of spiritual life was explained in verse 6.41. And then in 
verse 6.42 Lord Kṛṣṇa explains about the spiritualists who falls from a very mature stage of 
spiritual life. Such a spiritualist does not go to heaven to enjoy sense gratification, but instead 
takes birth in the house of a greatly learned wise Brāhmaṇa dynasty which has a generation old 
tradition functioning as Āchāryas.”—Purport by His Divine Grace Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant 
Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī, Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā (6.42) 

Our Swāmījī’s Gurū Śrīla Prabhupāda explains in the purport of this same verse (6.42) in  
his Bhagavad-gītā As It Is (1972):  

“Birth in a family of yogīs or transcendentalists—those with great wisdom—is praised 
herein because the child born in such a family receives spiritual impetus from the very beginning 
of his life. It is especially the case in the ācārya or gosvāmī families. Such families are very 
learned and devoted by tradition and training, and thus they become spiritual masters. In India 
there are many such ācārya families, but they have now degenerated due to insufficient education 
and training. By the grace of the Lord, there are still families that foster transcendentalists 
generation after generation. It is certainly very fortunate to take birth in such families. 
Fortunately, both our spiritual master, Oṁ Viṣṇupāda Śrī Śrīmad Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī 
Gosvāmī Mahārāja, and our humble self, had the opportunity to take birth in such families, by the 
grace of the Lord, and both of us were trained in the devotional service of the Lord from the very 
beginning of our lives. Later on, we met by the order of the transcendental system.” —Purport by 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swāmī, Bhagavad-gītā As It Is (6.42) 

And our Swāmījī explains in his purport of the same verse of Bhagavad Gītā (6.42): 
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“The rule of pure households is that the child learns to practice Kṛṣṇa consciousness from 
the very beginning of his life. Such a favorable birth therefore greatly increases the chances for 
going back to Godhead. Fortunately, our Spiritual Master, His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda, his 
Spiritual Master Siddhānta Sarasvatī, and our humble self, had this rare opportunity of taking 
birth in pure families. By the grace of the Lord we were trained in devotional service from the 
very beginning of our lives. Later, we met and became connected to the unbroken chain of 
disciplic succession by the arrangement of the Supreme Lord.” .”—Purport by His Divine Grace 
Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī, Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā (6.42) 

This goes to show that an authentic Āchārya, an initiating Spiritual Master who is able to 
liberate others, cannot come from a lower birth because even the yogīs in a mature stage take 
birth in such auspicious families, so what to speak of a pure devotee (Dīkṣā Gurū); he must also 
take birth in such auspicious families, and this is exemplified by His Divine Grace Śrīla 
Prabhupāda and His Divine Grace Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī in their Bhagavad Gītā purports. 

BRAHMA-KĀYASTHA FAMILIES. 

Some argue that His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda was born in a Vaiśya family, but 
those who know the truth know that he was born in a Brahma-Kāyastha family. Swāmījī explains 
this in Gurū Nirnaya Dīpikā: 

“Our Gurū Mahārāja appeared in the chain of the Brahma-Kāyastha family in the 
Dalabhya dynasty. I know this after learning of his father’s last name and Gotra. In Vedic 
civilization the Brahma-Kāyastha caste is equal to Brāhmaṇa in every way. There is a great 
history at the time of Lord Parasurām clarifying this point. 

“The wife of King Chandrasena was impregnated by the Brāhmaṇa, Dālabhya Muni. She 
later came to visit Dālabhya Muni at his Āshrama. At the same time, Lord Parasurām arrived at 
the ashram on his mission to rid the world of all Kṣatriyas. In fear of his son’s life, Dālabhya 
Muni requested Parasurām not to kill the unborn child, although conceived in the womb of a 
Kṣatriya woman. Dālabhya Muni also requested Parasurām not to give bad intelligence to his 
child. Lord Parasurām agreed, but stated the child is forbidden to act as a Kṣatriya. Such children 
will always have the Dālabhya Gotra (blood dynasty) and will always perform purifying fire 
sacrifices and worship Lord Harī.  

“Another history found in the same literature, the Ādya Padya Vyākṣā 36, states that 
Chitragupta, a Brahma-Kāyastha was married to a Brahma-Kāyastha girl. She was the child of the 
Brāhmaṇa, Dhrama Sharmā, and a Kṣatriya woman. Chitragupta had eight sons born through her; 
latter Māṇḍavya Muni cursed four of them to engage in eating meat and drinking wine. From this 
history the Kāyastha dynasty is divided into two, the Brahma-Kāyastha, and the Śūdra-Kāyastha. 
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“It is written in the Padma Purāṇa that when Dharmarāja (Yamarāj) was appointed to his 
position in Yamaloka he was given a secretary named Chitragupta. It was questioned what caste 
Chitragupta belonged to, there it is stated: “drug gocarobhūd atha chitraguptaḥ kāyastha uccair 
guṇa etadīyaḥ”, “because he sees through the eyes of everyone he is named Chitragupta, and 
belonging to the Brahma-Kāyastha caste he is equal to the Brāhmaṇa.” Furthermore the Padma 
Purāṇa states that Chitragupta produced eight sons, four acted as Brahma-Kāyasthas, and four 
acted as Śūdra-Kāyasthas. It is found in the Bhaviṣya Purāṇa, “Chitragupta is accepted equal to a 
Brāhmaṇa.” 

“The history of Śrīla Vyāsadeva’s birth from the high quality Brāhmaṇa, Parāśara Muni, 
and a boatman’s daughter is written in the Mahābhārat. Parāśara Muni, wanting to cross a river 
came upon a boat man’s daughter named Satyavatī. She agreed to take him across the river, but 
while crossing Parāśara Muni got attracted to the woman. She resisted saying “you come from a 
high birth and I am Śūdra born, this will not work.” Parāśara Muni told the woman not to worry 
as a child coming from a high class Brāhmaṇa man will be a high class Brahma-Kāyastha. They 
agreed and Vyāsadeva was conceived on the boat. Parāśara Muni’s statement to the woman 
assuring her that the child will be of high birth can be likened to a mango tree. Wherever the 
mango seed is planted, only a mango tree will grow. 

“Śrīla Sūta Goswami was born from the sacrificial arena, “agni-kuṇḍa samudbhūta sūta 
nirmala mānase”, but some say that Sūta Goswami was born in the mixed order i.e. from a 
Brāhmaṇa father and a Kṣatriya mother. The learned sage Romaharṣaṇa Sūta was also born from 
a Brāhmaṇa father and a Kṣatriya mother. When Lord Balarām killed Romaharṣaṇa Sūta, He 
performed the Brahma-hatyā atonement, or the process of atonement for killing a Brāhmaṇa. The 
history is explained in the Tenth Canto of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam. Also the Yajñavalkya-Smrutī 
says, “tatra sūta śabda prayogās tu sūtaḥ paurāṇikā matāḥ”, the word Sūta refers to the order 
who expertly knows and speaks the ancient scriptures. These quality Sūtas were given a special 
caste by the ancient sages naming them the Kāyastha Dynasty which is prevalent in India today. 
They are considered to be equal to the Brāhmaṇas and qualified to perform purificatory 
ceremonies. Here the previous Āchārya’s prove my Gurū Mahārāja is qualified to be Gurū and an 
eternally perfect devotee.” 

—Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī 
    (Gurū Nirnaya Dīpikā, Chapter Four) 

QUALIFIED KṢATRIYAS AND VAIŚYĀS. 

 It can also be pointed out that in the absence of a traditional and qualified Brāhmaṇa, one 
who is qualified and born in a family of Kṣatriyas or Vaiśyās may act as initiating spiritual 
master, provided he has gone through the Dvija ceremony after having displayed Brahminical 
qualities, and that he is well versed in the Vedic scriptures and is a Vaiṣṇava fixed in devotion to 
the Lord.  
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The following warning is found in the Chāndogya Upaniṣad: 

yo ha vā 'aviditarṣeya cchāndo daivata brāhmaṇena mantreṇa 
yājayati vā adhyāpayati vā pramīyate pāpīyān bhavati 

“After being converted into the Brāhmaṇa order, if one poses to be a Vipra 
Brāhmaṇa and gives Mantra initiation, performs sacrifices, teaches such things or permits 
one to perform such functions, he implicates himself into grievous sin.” 

ISKCON GURŪS ARE DISQUALIFIED BY PREVIOUS ACTS ALONE. 

The original Śrīdhara Swami (from the fourteenth century), the original commenter of 
Śrīmad Bhāgavatam confirms in his commentary on the first canto of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam that, 
“Anyone who even once drank wine, cannot occupy the post of Gurū.” If any disciple of an 
ISKCON Gurū today thinks for even one moment that any of the mllecha-born ISKCON western 
“Gurūs” never drank wine in their lives, he or she must be a fool. Even a Brāhmaṇa born cannot 
accept the position of Gurū if he has ever drunk wine or eaten meat in this life, what to speak of a 
mleccha who due to his own past karma was fed meat as a child by their parents. (NK) 

Therefore, after examining the Vedic scriptural evidence and the evidence given by the 
previous Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas (who the ISKCON Gurūs themselves claim to be the followers of), 
we can easily assert and conclude the following: 

• That they are certainly not born in a traditional Brāhmaṇa family but were in fact 
practically speaking all born in families of meat-eaters and wine drinkers, having 
indulged themselves in such sinful activities in this life, a fact that alone already 
disqualifies them from being authorized Gurūs to initiate anyone; 
 

• That they are not at all fully conversant with Vedic knowledge, and may only sometimes 
superficially appear to be so to the naive and misinformed; 
 

• That they have over and over misinterpreted, speculated and misrepresented the Vedic 
scriptures and the instructions of the Founder-Āchārya of ISKCON, His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, often changing their self-manufactured 
philosophical positions in a chameleon-like fashion in order to suit their materially 
motivated and political agendas, and altogether continue to purposefully initiate disciples 
and misguide their followers and the public at large, even though having already been 
exposed and knowing in their hearts that they are wrong, for they were told of it so many 
times—and yet continue to act against the rules and regulations of the Vedic scriptures—
thus taking themselves and their disciples along with them to hell. 
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“EVEN THOUGH PRACTICING PROPERLY, HE TAKES BIRTH AS A DOG.” 

The Skanda Purāṇa states: 

brāhmaṇo nīca varṇebhyo mantra grahaṇam ācaran 
na mantra phalam avāpnoti śva-yoniṁ cāhi-gacchati 

“Anyone who takes Mantra-Dīkṣā (spiritual Mantra initiation) from a lower Varṇa 
than the Brāhmaṇa, even though practicing properly, receives no results from the Mantra, 
and after death takes birth as a dog.” 

THE RESULT OF ACCEPTING A WRONG GURŪ. 

It is stated in the Visvāmitrīya Samhitā: 

varṇotkṛṣṭo hīna varṇaṁ gurum mohād yadācaret 
prāyaścittaṁ tadā kṛtvā gurum anyaṁ samāśrayet 

anyathā guru-śiṣyau tau jāyate narakau kasau 
atau jñātvaiva kartavyo guru-śiṣyo'pi dhīmate 

“If due to madness one ignores a high born Gurū and accepts a low born Gurū, he 
should first atone for his mistake, then accept a fully qualified Gurū. Otherwise both the 
Gurū and disciple fall into hell. That is why one should have the correct understanding 
before taking initiation and making the Gurū-disciple connection.” 

Lord Śiva confirms this in the Varāha Purāṇa: 

teṣāṁ vāsastu narake bhaviṣyati na saṁśayaḥ 
śūdrais tad adhamair grāhya ācāro vāma samjñitaḥ 

“Without doubt the disciple and Gurū will live in hell for the disciple's accepting a 
Śūdra or a low-born Spiritual Master. Such a low-born Spiritual Master is said to be an 
adverse Āchārya.” 

LIKE A PERFECT ELECTRICAL WIRE 
CONNECTED TO THE WRONG SOCKET. 

Some devotees in ISKCON may be following some spiritual rules and regulations and 
chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa, but how much actual progress are they making by following and taking 
initiation from such unauthorized and bogus Gurūs? By chanting, reading etc, one can be 
compared to being like a perfect electrical wire, however when connected to the wrong socked it 
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is bound for bursting and failure. That is the situation of those who have taken initiation from 
ISKCON Gurūs.  

The Niti Śastra states: 

durjanah ca priyam-vadi na caitad visvasa karanam 
madhu vasati jihvagre hrdaye ca halahalam 

“A converted hooligan (wicked person), although he speaks very sweetly convincing 
philosophy, that is not a reason to trust such person, because the sweetness and the 
philosophy only sits on the tip of his tongue, whereas his heart is filled with deadly poison 
(remedy to go to hell).” 

In today’s ISKCON, the criminals, the naive or the not so innocent, all are liable to be 
punished by Yamarāj after death if they are acting incorrectly. Do they have any proof from the 
ancient Vedic scriptures of the contrary? Even in the justice system of mortal man we can observe 
that an innocent person who is involved in a conspiracy or is somehow found to be associated 
with the criminals, is also liable to be punished; though perhaps not as much as the criminals 
themselves, but still punishable. This is the sad situation of those in ISKCON today. 

The Instructing Spiritual Teacher 
— Śikṣā Gurū. 

Lord Kṛṣṇa speaks Himself in the Padma Purāṇa: 

kitesu koti-janmasu manusatvam 
tatrapi koti-janmasu brahmanatvam 
tatrapi koti-janmasu vaisnavatvam 
tatrapi koti-janmasu matparatvam 

“After passing millions of births in lower species a soul is given a human birth. 
After passing millions of human births in the different categories a soul is given a 
Brāhmaṇa’s birth. When the soul passes millions of Brāhmaṇa’s births practicing 
austerities, it becomes a Vaiṣṇava, and when it passes millions of Vaiṣṇava births that pure 
soul realizes Me in truth and becomes Mine.” 

Just see Lord Kṛṣṇa Himself stating what it takes to become a pure devotee who realized 
Him in truth. So what to speak of a low-born devotee, if he had eaten meat knowingly and/or 
drank wine and/or ate onion/garlic, how can he completely know Kṛṣṇa in truth in this life? Much 
less can he function as a Gurū for anyone, for he does not know Lord Kṛṣṇa in truth, which is a 
requirement as stated by Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu for one to become even a Śikṣā Gurū. 
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For one to occupy the post of Śikṣā Gurū one must be a perfect lifelong devotee adopting 
spiritual life sincerely, knowing well the ways of spiritual life. He must be thoroughly dedicated 
to Krishna consciousness.  

HE MUST KNOW KṚṢṆA IN TRUTH. 

Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu in the Śrī Chaitanya-caritāmṛta (Madhya 8.128) speaks to 
Rāmānanda Rāya, a low-born Vaiṣṇava, of the qualification of one who can become Gurū to 
instruct others: 

kibā vipra, kibā nyāsī, śūdra kene naya 
yei kṛṣṇa-tattva-vettā, sei ‘guru’ haya 

“Whether one is a Brāhmaṇa, a Sannyāsī, or even a Śūdra —no matter what he is—
if he knows the science of Kṛṣṇa in truth, he is able to teach spiritual life.” 

Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu did not say that the devotee can function as Gurū to 
spiritually initiate disciples, because Lord Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu did not take spiritual 
initiation from Rāya Rāmānanda, nor did Rāya Rāmānanda ever spiritually initiate anyone in his 
life. Lord Chaitanya had applied the Gurū for a low-born devotee who knows Kṛṣṇa in truth to 
function only as a spiritual teacher and not as Spiritual Master. (VKH) 

The word tattva-vettā literally means “to know in truth”. Lord Kṛṣṇa says in Bhagavad 
Gītā (4.9), “yo vetti tattvataḥ”. Tattvataḥ means to know Lord Kṛṣṇa in truth; and only one who 
knows Kṛṣṇa in truth can act as Gurū. To know Lord Kṛṣṇa in truth one must have performed his 
spiritual life in his previous birth, and only then can he know Kṛṣṇa in truth. Within one life it is 
not possible. It may be possible to go back to Godhead in this life if one follows properly, but he 
cannot become Gurū so quickly.  

“BY MY ORDER BE A SPIRITUAL MASTER” 

In a different passage in the Chaitanya-caritāmṛta (Madhya 7.128), Lord Śrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu now speaking to the Brāhmaṇa born Kūrma Brāhmaṇa, gives him the following 
order: 

yāre dekha, tāre kaha ‘kṛṣṇa’-upadeśa 
āmāra ājñāya guru hañā tāra’ ei deśa 

“By My order be a Spiritual Master and initiate whomever you meet in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness, and liberate the people of this land.” 
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Here is the ISKCON Chaitanya-caritāmṛta (1975) word-for-word transliteration of this 
verse (Madhya 7.128): 

yāre—whomever; dekha—you meet; tāre—him; kaha—tell; kṛṣṇa-upadeśa—the 
instruction of the Bhagavad-gītā as it is spoken by the Lord or of Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, which 
advises one to worship Śrī Kṛṣṇa; āmāra ājñāya—under My order; guru hañā—becoming a 
spiritual master; tāra'-deliver; ei deśa—this country. 

And here is the ISKCON published translation (1975) of the same verse (Madhya 7.128):  

“Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa as they are given in the 
Bhagavad-gītā and Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try to 
liberate everyone in this land.” 

Please take your time to compare the first given translation of this verse (Madhya 7.128) 
and the translation published by ISKCON (1975) by carefully reading the word-for-word 
transliteration published by ISKCON. When you read the English word-for-word transliteration 
in sequence you can quite easily arrive at the conclusion that the first translation to this verse (that 
we gave) is factually more accurate and unambiguous compared to the ISKCON published 
version. 

THE ORIGINAL DICTATION TAPES WERE DESTROYED. 

Śrīla Prabhupāda did not want to start an Upa-Sampradāya or a cult, but wanted to 
continue the age-old spiritual tradition that dates back to Lord Kṛṣṇa, unchanged. (GDN) 

The translations and purports of Śrīla Prabhupāda were dictated on a Dictaphone, and 
unless the tapes become available, we must believe that the purports have been altered making it 
look as if anyone can become Gurū. These books were printed very quickly without referring 
back with Śrīla Prabhupāda to confirm the proper message. So we suggest you listen to Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s dictated tapes on the Śrīmad Bhāgavatam and Chaitanya-charitāmṛta, that is if you 
can locate the dictation tapes. ISKCON leaders confirm that they all have been destroyed. (GND) 

Swāmījī writes on September 8th 2016: “The actual and original tapes were destroyed by 
Ghanashyam das (Bhakti Tirtha swami), and this he himself told me: that Rameshwara (the GBC 
and BBT head at the time) ordered him to do so. Long before speaking with Ghanashyam I 
personally went to Los Angeles to buy the dictated tapes of my Guru’s books, but the person in 
charge of the tape ministry told me that the original tapes of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books are not 
available for any price.” (SKBS) 
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THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
AN ORDER AND A SUGGESTION, 

AND TO WHOM IT WAS BEING SPOKEN TO. 

The words used here in these two distinct Bengālī verses, being spoken to two different 
personalities in different chapters, are “tattva-vettā” (used in verse CC Madhya 8.128) and 
“kṛṣṇa-upadeśa” (used in verse CC Madhya 7.128). These are two Sanskrit words that are very 
significant. Using the help of a Sanskrit dictionary we can see grammatically that “tattva-vettā” 
means one who speaks the essence of Kṛṣṇa consciousness or one who knows the science of 
Kṛṣṇa in truth, and “kṛṣṇa-upadeśa” means giving Kṛṣṇa Mantra initiation or to initiate in Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness. There is a difference between suggesting something (as it was said to Rāmānanda 
Rāya in verse 8.128) and giving an order (as it was given to Kūrma Brāhmaṇa in verse 7.128). 
Lord Chaitanya made a statement to Rāmānanda Roy, whereas He ordered Kūrma Brāhmaṇa to 
initiate. (GND) 

THE REASON A VAIṢṆAVA MAY TAKE A LOW-BIRTH. 

Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī explains as follows: 

“To know Kṛṣṇa in truth indeed can take long as stated by Lord Kṛṣṇa Himself. However, 
by mercy, blessings and by their previous deeds one may become a Vaishnava in this life even 
though having a low-birth. The reason a Vaiṣṇava may take birth in a low family is because that 
Vaiṣṇava made some kind of mistake in his previous life and he was thereby given such birth in 
this life.  

Previous misdeeds of a Vaiṣṇava gives that Vaiṣṇava birth in a low-family, but then he or 
she takes to Vaiṣṇavism after being (re)introduced to Kṛṣṇa consciousness in this life; by 
somehow getting a book, or coming to take prasadam, or coming to the temple, or by 
participating in a festival, and in some way he or she becomes introduced and takes again to 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness.  

There are also cases of some who receive great mercy from their authentic Gurū and 
become a pure devotee in this life. That is why connecting with a pure devotee is important after 
accepting devotional life.  

Sometimes special blessings are also there, like in the case of when Nārada Muni cursed 
the twin sons of Kuvera, Maṇigrīva and Nalakūvara to become trees and at the same time blessed 
them that they would see Lord Kṛṣṇa face to face and be liberated by Him directly. There are 
certainly cases of special blessings.  

But mostly, it is because devotees sometimes made some kind of dirty mistake in their 
past life, knowingly or unknowingly, and because of that they take birth in a very low family, and 



OFFICE of 
PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 
   

कृ$ण&तु भगवान् &वयम् 
 

Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj 
Institute for Pure Devotional Service 

 

Website 
www.krsna.org 

 
Email address 

opr@krsna.org 

 

 
 

 
 

Page 23 of 41  
                           

                                                                                                                              
Signed remotely 

then later in this life become a Vaiṣṇava again. The execution of pure devotion in his past life 
makes him or her become again introduced to devotional life in this life, so he or she can thus 
continue to practice devotional life. 

Also sometimes the Lord’s close associates incarnate to assist the Lord in a particular 
pastime, and they may even take birth in a low class family. But unless one is accompanying the 
Lord, it is to be understood that his/her low birth is due to his bad karma which was created by 
some mistake committed in a previous life.” 

—Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī (via dictation) 

WE ARE NOT CASTE CONSCIOUS. 

“Previously every social order, the Brāhmaṇas, Kṣatriyas, Vaiśyas, and the Śūdras 
performed their prescribed duties and did not become envious of one another. I am neither 
promoting caste consciousness, nor do I claim to be superior to the other orders. I am simply 
following the Vedic standard. Your question is like asking a person to eat, and when he starts 
eating through his mouth you say, “Oh! You are mouth conscious.” There is no question of caste 
consciousness because we are propagating the exact Vedic standard as it has been followed since 
time immemorial. We follow the Vedic scriptures and the previous great teachers. If you believe 
they are right, you must follow their teachings also.” —Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī 

The rest of ‘us’ are simply Vartma Pradarśaka Gurū 
—humble qualified preachers from any background. 

Sometimes the reaction of some people, when they are informed about the actual 
qualifications of a real Gurū as stated by the Vedic scriptures and the Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas, is to 
ignorantly accuse us of trying to stop others from preaching Kṛṣṇa consciousness. But that is far 
from the truth. One may ask, what are ‘we’ preachers then? The answer is: 

The great majority of devotees worldwide are what is called Vartma Pradarśaka Gurū, 
which means one who shows the pathways to spirituality. Those of us who are book distributors, 
preachers, talkers, prasādam distributors, festival organizers, those who go around everywhere 
risking their life, giving their time and valuables, being vegetarian / prasādarians and chanting 
Hare Kṛṣṇa, sometimes giving up their families and whatever other sacrifice that they do to 
spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness, they are all called Vartma Pradarśaka Gurū; spiritual teachers who 
show the pathways to adopt spiritual life. Vartma means pathways, Pradarśaka means one who 
shows, and Gurū means spiritual teacher. In other words, those who are showing the spiritual 
pathways to accept spiritual life and are making great effort at it are called Vartma Pradarśaka 
Gurū. 
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A Vartma Pradarśaka Gurū can come from any part of the society, from any culture or 
background, even having previously any type of habits but are now adopting Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness, ready to preach Kṛṣṇa consciousness to anyone willing to listen.  

Sacrificing material life to preach Kṛṣṇa consciousness is not easy. It is very difficult too. 
So the Vartma Pradarśaka Gurū is given space in spiritual life in Vedic scriptures because they 
have also sacrificed a great deal to spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness.  

The Vedic Scriptures (Śastra) as Gurū. 

Padma Purāṇa recommends: 

guror abhāve mantrāṇāṁ pustakaṁ gurum ācaret. 

“If a qualified Gurū is not found, one can learn the chanting of the Mantras from 
the ancient scriptures.” 

This verse should not be misinterpreted as a license to chant Mantras for those unwilling 
for search for a proper Gurū. (GND) 

Swāmījī explains: “Before finding a scripturally authentic Gurū and after the departure of 
a scripturally authentic Gurū, the scriptures function as a Gurū. So until one finds a scripturally 
authentic Gurū, till then the scriptures can be taken as a guide, and after the departure of their 
scripturally authentic Gurū, the scriptures are then taken again as the guide. No other way the 
scriptures function as a Gurū because one has to be inside the unbroken chain of disciplic 
succession to make sure that the candidate’s name is written in the register of God in the Spiritual 
World, and Gurū is the authorized registrar in the Spiritual World.” 

So the Vedic scriptures themselves are also Gurū when a physical Gurū is not available to 
personally guide the individual. Everything has its place in Vedic culture, it is perfect. 

SPECULATIONS AND MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT LORD CHAITANYA’S 
ASSOCIATES, GREAT PERSONALITIES, AND THE VAIṢṆAVA ĀCHĀRYAS. 

In modern day most devotees who came in connection with ISKCON, directly or 
indirectly, they are often very much involved in spiritual politics and material politics. They 
speak in wrongly in regards to our disciplic succession, and some suspect that even a woman can 
become an initiating Gurū, just because someone started saying that “Jāhnavā Mātā was a Gurū 
so they can be Gurū also”. The fact is that Jāhnavā Mātā never initiated anyone, she only gathered 
people and guided them. Haridas Ṭhākur also did not initiated anyone. (SKBS) 
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Many arguments are going on after the departure of Śrīla Prabhupāda. These people are 
very offensive and they have closed the gateway to the spiritual world because of this offensive 
mentality. Swāmījī speaks: 

“In 1979 I wrote a book about the history and background of each great devotee and 
Gurūs in the chain of disciplic succession. Back then my godbrother Rohini Kumar, a brahmacārī 
then, did the editing work for this book. So much history and details were written in that book, 
but the book later was stolen from me before it was printed. The book was written with detail 
about everyone, all the way back from Lord Brahmā till Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī. It was a 
biography of each great person.  

“Those people who make absurd comments and who are directly or indirectly connected 
to ISKCON, or were connected to ISKCON, they will always be offensive. Why they didn’t ask 
these questions about the Vaiṣṇava Āchāryas and other great personalities when Śrīla Prabhupāda 
was present? Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī existed before Śrīla Prabhupāda, Jāhnavā Mātā 
existed before Śrīla Prabhupāda, and they never asked these questions to Śrīla Prabhupāda.   

“I had written their biography and history from the past to the present in detail, and it was 
about 400 pages long. And they stole my book. There is a lot that one needs to research in order 
to understand things properly. For example, I explained once that babajee are bhajananandees, 
which means sitting at one place and doing bhajan and not caring about others’ liberation, 
whereas we are called gosthiyanandis, meaning also interested to uplift the sincere souls by 
spreading the Gospel of Lord Kṛṣṇa through preaching. Babajees and us have the same Vaiṣṇava 
Gauḍīya-sampradāya in which babajees are considered to be selfish spiritually because they are 
interested only in their own spiritual development. However, babajees in our chain, they are 
Swāmīs in a different dress and there is no difference between them and us.”  

—Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī 

Because ISKCON leaders are so eager to become Gurūs and want to be worship as such, 
they will lecture, talk, and pontificate on topics they have little clue about, because they lack in 
knowledge and a complete spiritual education. They also don’t like listening or learning from 
anyone, yet will pose to be knowledgeable, and in fact are only interested in showing off that they 
have some knowledge when they don’t.  

Some of these ISKCON Gurūs would even come to our Swāmījī in secret to ask him 
certain spiritual questions they could not answer to their followers, and because our Swāmījī is a 
real Brāhmaṇa he would not refuse to properly and honestly answer all of their questions, even 
though in the background and outside that room they always worked against him. So you see, that 
is the nature of a true Brāhmaṇa, so merciful and kind to all, friend and foe alike. Later, without 
giving credit to the source, these ISKCON Gurūs would go around talking with their new found 
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knowledge as if they are great learned people while also mixing in their own interpretations to 
suit their political and personal agendas. 

One has to carefully and respectfully study the lives of all these great personalities. There 
is a book called Gaura Ganoddesa Dipika written by Kavi Karnapurna, born in 1446, and this 
book contains the history of many great Vaiṣṇava personalities and associates of Lord Chaitanya. 
One who can accurately read the book, will find a lot of valuable information there. 

ONLY LIP SERVICE. 

śrī-śuka uvāca 
janma bandhu-śrīyonnaddha-madāste bharatarṣabha 
āśrāvya rāmaṁ durvācyam asabhyāḥ puram āviśan 

(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 10.68.29) 

Śrī Sukadeva Goswāmī said: “O best of the Bharat dynasty, being blinded by the 
pride of feeling great for their high parentage, powerful relatives and immense opulence, 
the Kauravas did not even care about following ordinary etiquette, spoke harsh words to 
Lord Balarām and then returned back to Hastināpur.” 

In his purport of this verse (10.68.29) our Swāmījī writes: “Out of three sources of 
sprouting pride, the pride caused by excess wealth is more forceful. We have practically seen that 
those who come from wealthy backgrounds to become devotees, their pride had no bounds. They 
memorized a lot of Vedic codes, but due to pride that remained only lip service.” 

HISTORY OF EDITING, CHANGING, AND TAMPERING. 

Not only Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books were dramatically changed by the editors, but even 
our Swāmījī’s books were also changed by ISKCON editors when he was in ISKCON. For 
example, although originally published in 1988, Swāmījī’s book Vaiṣṇava Kaṇṭha-Hāra was not 
made available by us because of what the unscrupulous ISKCON editors had done to the book 
prior to printing. They had been trusted to proofread and print the book, and unbeknownst to the 
author, at the time of proofreading they decided on their own to make severe changes to the text 
and then rushed it to print. It’s certainly not surprising that the same occurred to the books of our 
Paramguru Śrīla Prabhupāda, even while he was physically present; and especially after he 
departed his books had many dramatic changes made to them. 

Similar thing happened to our Swāmījī’s Śrīmad Bhagavad Gītā, The Song of God, 
originally printed in 1991. Fortunately for all of us, both books have now been corrected and were 
printed again by Bhāgavat Dharma Sāmaj. The history of these two books is described in their 
respective introductions. 
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The ‘Ritvik Doctrine’ Speculation. 

We also stand firm against the other held belief that claims that a disciple can take 
initiation from a departed Gurū. This is preached by the ISKCON splinter groups known as 
“Ritviks”, which ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’ adheres by. We strongly oppose the 
notion that a scripturally authorized bonafide spiritual master can give spiritual initiation after his 
departure from this world, and nowhere in the Vedic scriptures and culture there is evidence of 
this. Our scripturally authorized Gurū Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī has stated in the introduction of 
his published commentary of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam the following: 

“The ancient scriptures also do not sanction departed Gurus to have candidates initiated 
on their behalf. In order to execute a ritvik initiation, the Guru must be alive. The scriptures 
declare this as an eternal axiom. Unscrupulous people avoid this rule because they want the Guru 
position so they can pontificate for respect and/or for economic reasons. How can a Guru evaluate 
and initiate a candidate if the Guru has passed from this world? And some credulous people 
believe pretentious preachers, and accept a departed Guru as their spiritual teacher and guide. But 
none of these conjectures are useful because the Vedic scriptures do not authorize them. If the 
spiritual world belongs to God, and His instructions on how to become purified to qualify to 
reach there is stated in the scriptures, why do such deviations exist in the name of devotional life? 
The answer is the influence of the age of Kaliyuga, the age of hypocrisy.”  

—Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī, Śrīmad Bhāgavatam, Volume Eight. 

Lord Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu, who is Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa Himself who incarnated as His 
own devotee, He took initiation in the unbroken chain of disciplic succession to give us the 
perfect example of a correct devotee. This speculative idea that the Parampara (The Unbroken 
Chain of Disciplic Succession) would simply stop and that nobody after His Divine Grace Śrīla 
Prabhupāda would be able to carry on and lead the mission of Lord Chaitanya forward is 
preposterous, and it amounts to denying the Parampara itself, which is the procedure established 
by Lord Kṛṣṇa Himself for the conditioned souls to properly establish a connection with the Lord 
and go back to Him. Such ‘Ritvik Doctrine’ speculation can be easily understood to be an attempt 
to destroy Sanātana Dharma, the eternal religion. 

BASELESS ARGUMENTS. 

The ones who hold belief in the ‘Ritvik Doctrine’ such as your client are adamant about their 
perpetual ritvik concept, and base their argument on one document called ‘The July 9th 1977 
Letter’, written by the then acting secretary to His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda four months 
prior to his departure. In this letter, eleven individuals are appointed to act as ritvik (priests) who 
can perform authorized initiation on behalf of Śrīla Prabhupāda, in a time when Śrīla Prabhupāda 
was in ailing health. The following needs to be noted: 
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• Nowhere it is stated in the July 9th Letter that such order should continue after Śrīla 
Prabhupāda’s departure, needless to say did he appoint any other name of any these 
people who currently give ‘Ritvik initiations’ like it is done in the ‘Hare Krishna 
Movement Vishakapatnam’ and ‘ISKCON Bangalore’; 
 

• The ‘Ritvik’ groups will argue that the July 9th Letter was a perpetual ‘ritvik’ order 
simply because one sentence states, “Temple Presidents may henceforward send 
recommendation for first and second initiation”; thereby they take one single word and 
sentence out of context, and interpret it to fit their ‘perpetual Gurū initiation’ theory;  
 

• Many have previously put forth that if Śrīla Prabhupāda wished to tell his society how 
initiations would be conducted after his departure, he would have written it himself and 
made it all absolutely clear, as he was already used to doing with everything else;  
 

• Despite the existence of this July 9th 1977 Letter, all these appointed eleven ‘ritviks’ 
named in the letter immediately proceeded to take the seat of initiating spiritual masters 
anyway, in direct disobedience and contradiction to the already known directive; 
 

• The July 9th Letter itself was also written by the acting secretary Tamal Krsna Goswami, 
who himself was one of the appointed names, and who has been accused, based on 
circumstantial and material evidence, of leading an attempt to poison Śrīla Prabhupāda in 
his last days; 
 

• It was also pointed out by experts that a dubiously recorded audio of Śrīla Prabhupāda 
appointing these eleven individuals to initiate after his departure turned out to be an 
edited and doctored audio tape, a tape which had been distributed in order to convince the 
ISKCON congregation that what they were doing was fully sanctioned by Śrīla 
Prabhupāda, namely that these individuals were now to be the next initiating Āchāryas 
and were to accept worship for themselves as such; 
 

• Śrīla Prabhupāda’s originally printed books were dictated by him on a Dictaphone and 
subsequently edited and printed by his disciples. It must be noted that all dictation tapes 
of his books were purposefully destroyed, further obfuscating our ability to study and 
analyze; 
  

• After his departure, Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books were further (re)edited and severely 
changed. Bhagavad-gītā As It Is alone has a count of over 5,000 changes in the edition 
published in 1984; 
 

• Faced with such failure of credibility and the dark history that later entailed in the 
ISKCON society perpetrated by its leaders after Śrīla Prabhupāda left—from child abuse 
to murder, from distortion to manipulation, manufacturing and tampering—it would be 
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safe to assume that even the circumstances of how the July 9th Letter would have come to 
exist could be possibly put into question as well. Their burning ambition was so great to 
become Gurūs and to take the seat of their Gurū, that they would not have not stopped at 
anything in order to achieve their goals. 

THE RESULT OF ATTEMPTING TO TAKE 
INITIATION FROM A NON-PHYSICAL GURŪ. 

In Bhagavad Gītā (12.5) Lord Kṛṣṇa says: 

kleśo ‘dhikataras teṣām 
avyaktāsakta-cetasām 

avyaktā hi gatir duḥkhaṁ 
dehavadbhir avāpyate 

“For those whose mind are attached to the unmanifested impersonal Brahman, their 
advancement is very troublesome. To make progress in this discipline is certainly very 
difficult for the embodied soul.” 

Vaiṣṇavas are personalists, not impersonalists. The Lord reveals Himself to the sincere 
spiritual seeker in the form of a physically present qualified Scripturally Authorized Spiritual 
Master who can guide that soul back to Godhead.  

Our scripturally authorized Spiritual Master says: “Anyone who has a physical body 
cannot take initiation from a non-physical Gurū. If he does so his destination is miserable after 
death. People who take initiation from devotees who are giving initiation on behalf of my 
departed Spiritual Master Śrīla Prabhupāda are dooming the destination of the newcomers.” 

ENDS “THE INCONTROVERTIBLE VERDICT OF THE VEDIC SCRIPTURES AND 
THE VAIṢṆAVA ĀCHĀRYAS ON WHO CAN BECOME GURŪ AND WHO CANNOT.” 

CONCLUDING 

Our devotee Chaturbhuja das, whose preaching managed to reduce the incoming 
donations for the so called ‘Hare Krishna Movement’, such result is commendable and rewarding, 
because such unlawful people in the eyes of the Vedic scriptures should be exposed, and there are 
some intelligent people who end up figuring out that they were being misled. (SKBS) 

Our devotee was preaching correctly, based on the laws from the Vedic scriptures, which 
every sincere Vaiṣṇava devotee should understand and follow, and he was encouraged to do so. 
Those who want to follow Vedic law properly and wish to go back to Godhead will pay attention 
to this. (SKBS) 
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(6) 
 
You say that your client claims that Chaturbhuja das has sent “ill motivated 

communication”; this claim is unsubstantiated and untrue. You have shown no verbatim sample, 
nor evidence nor proof of this in your notice. On the other hand however, we can prove with 
scriptural evidence that your client is not actually a proper follower of Sanātana Dharma which 
they claim to be, and we can prove it and debate it as you like for the benefit of everyone.  

 

(7) 
 

Article 19 of the Indian Constitution permits any individual to communicate their ideas 
and opinion via any medium available. Therefore anyone may at any time create WhatsApp 
group(s) or Internet discussion forums and invite anyone they like to them, and engage in 
discussion there. There is no written law that says otherwise. Anyone not wishing to participate in 
any Internet based communication is more than welcome to leave, or stay if they like. 

 
Statement from Chidananda Koppisetty 

(Chathurbhuja das) 
 

This secretary has interviewed Chidananda Koppisetty (Chaturbhuja das) and inquired 
the following from him: 

 
1. Please state your legal name and briefly describe your involvement with ‘Hare 

Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’. 

My name is Chidanand Koppisetty, born and brought up in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh, India. Growing up I was generally averse to God consciousness. After 
receiving my undergraduate degree in 2008, I had moved to Bangalore, a city in 
Karnataka, India for pursuing a fast-track MBA for one year. During this time, I used 
to visit the ISKCON Bangalore temple and subsequently started learning ślokas 
(Sanskrit verses) from Bhagavad-gītā with the persuasion of their Youth Leaders 
serving as full-time missionaries in ISKCON Bangalore. 

They used to make a boy named Suraj, who was a volunteer, to call me and follow up 
whether I was chanting Hare Krishna and to motivate me to pay regular visits to their 
center. So, I started to read many books authored by His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda. Then after hearing from their leaders and their 
congregation I came to know that Śrīla Prabhupāda had left his physical body on 
November 14th 1977 and had left his will and an appointment letter commonly 
referred to as the ‘July 9th Letter’. Meanwhile the contents of his books left a 
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profound influence on me, so much so that I decided to follow the guidance of 
ISKCON Bangalore. My parents were opposed to my decision and so it took me few 
years to take a bold decision against my parents wish.  

Knowing that Śrīla Prabhupāda had not named anyone as his spiritual successor and 
that fortunately the pre-1977 editions of his books remain unedited, in 2013 I finally 
decided to join the ‘Hare Krishna Movement’, a legal Trust created by a few 
individuals acting as trustees. I used to work for this ‘Hare Krishna Movement Trust’ 
by speaking nicely with strangers, following up with them regularly and asking them 
for money for putting up a gorgeous show of Bhakti yoga. 

2. What made you want to leave the ‘Hare Krishna Movement Trust’? 

Spiritually I was not feeling correct in what I was being made to do. I carefully 
observed that the collective action of all individuals working for or supporting the 
‘Hare Krishna Movement Trust’ were being offered to a lame Brahmin from Kerala, 
India by the name Madhu Pandit das. Madhu Pandit das, who is not an initiated 
disciple of Śrīla Prabhupāda and who originally joined ISKCON in 1981, is a self-
disconnected disciple of the Jewish-American-born Jayapataka Swami. I understood 
that their strategy was to have Temple president as an alter-ego of Madhu Pandit das 
(the cult leader), and such select few leaders were acting as the active managers of 
various centers spread across several locations in India, and I was a self-volunteering 
victim under one of them.  

Then in 2015 I also learned of the death of Ravi Kumar. One the ‘Hare Krishna 
Movement’ leaders named Prananatha dasa had showed me on his mobile Ravi’s 
decomposing naked body floating in the Netravathi river.  

MEDIA NEWS REPORT 
 
Mangaluru: Missing ISKCON worker found dead in river, murder alleged 
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=343191 

Mangaluru: Mysterious death of Ravi Kumar 
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=344262 

“Ravi Kumar (25) from Bengaluru had been associated with ISKCON Bengaluru 
from four years. He went missing a few days before his body was found in a 
decomposed state on August 9, with the wire of a mobile charger around his neck and 
his body tied to a heavy stone placed inside a bag. His family had claimed that it was 
a case of murder and accused ISKCON Mangaluru chief Tarunya Sagar Das of being 
responsible for it, and accordingly a case was registered in Ullal police station. It is 
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learnt that though police have questioned four or five persons including Tarunya 
Sagar so far, no arrest has been made yet.” […] “Ravi Kumar was an enthusiastic 
devotee who has rendered valuable services to the ISKCON Mangaluru temple and 
the Akshaya Patra Foundation in Mangaluru.” —Daiji World News 

3. What brought you to Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj? 

In February 2018 I had made a personal decision to see whether the concept of a 
perpetual Āchārya was actually valid, so I researched the subject quite a bit. And then 
luckily, I watched a video of Śrī Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmījī speaking on the hilltop of 
Tirumala (Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh) which made me instantly think that nobody lies 
on the Holy Land of Tirumala Hills, and I was quite impressed by what he was 
saying in the video. 

Video ‘Every ISKCON Guru they know they are fake.’ 
https://youtu.be/zfN5zICPA6E 

Intrigued by the bold statements made fearlessly by this gentle Sādhu in that video, I 
reached his website www.krsna.org and started to listen to the entire Bhagavad Gītā 
explanations recorded in 2017 over a period of 12 days in Namburu. After this and 
further impressed, in August 2018 I personally went to Namburu, visited their temple 
and purchased a copy of Swāmījī’s Bhagavad Gītā (The Song of God), Vaiṣṇava 
Kaṇṭha-Hāra, and Gurū Nirnaya Dīpikā. After reading Swāmījī’s Bhagavad Gītā and 
scrutinizing it conjointly with Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 1972 Bhagavad-gītā As It Is, in 
January 2019 I made up my mind that I had to meet Swāmījī in person.  
 
His fearless talks exposing present day ISKCON had caught my attention. His 
highliting the fact that all the tapes of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s recorded dictations of his 
books were destroyed, which contained the translations and purports that were 
painstakingly recorded by Śrīla Prabhupāda, should be an awakening call for anyone 
reading or possessing such books with highest reverence and devotion. 
 

4. What happened after this? 
 

In my phone I had some contact phone numbers of a few donors and people that I 
preached to during my time with ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’, and I 
created a group on WhatsApp and sent a few of Swāmījī’s videos there to spread 
awareness about the fact that desi cows and desi Brahmins are still walking on the 
earth. Those who did not want to participate in the group could leave at any time, and 
those who were curious enough stayed. This seemed to have mainly disturbed the 
minds of the leaders in the ‘Hare Krishna Movement’ who propagate that there are no 
more genuine Brāhmaṇas alive in the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya and 
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claim there will not be anyone available also in the future, and all of this can be 
proved wrong after knowing about Swāmījī’s books. 

 
5. Did you sign any binding document with ‘Hare Krishna Movement’ at any 

time? 
 

Luckily, I was never a trustee in any of their projects. Generally, to win their trust 
you’d have to prove yourself to be in perfect alignment with Madhu Pandit das. I 
never signed any binding document with them. 
 

6. Were there ever any verbal threat of violence, intimidation, or objectionably 
offensive words made by you or any of the members of the WhatsApp group you 
created, online or in person? 

 
Since the group was created I never gave anyone posting rights to the group. There 
were also never any threats made by me or anyone in the group against anyone. 
 

7. Please briefly describe the nature of the contacts you had in your phone that 
became part of this WhatsApp group. 

 
These contacts are the people whom I met in Visakapatnam and I advocated about 
‘Hare Krishna Movement’ to them. Some of the contacts were made with the 
collective efforts of seven self-volunteered preachers like myself. No individual 
preacher can claim his legal authority or otherwise over any of these contacts.  

 
8. What was the response you received when informing them about Swāmījī? 

 
Some remained neutral because Swāmījī’s talks was not known to them. Others that I 
know of became against the existence of the group and/or willingly left the group on 
their own. One devotee named Shyam Sundar Panda (32), became very interested. 
 

9. Did any of the leaders of the ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’ make 
any threat against you at any time, either via Internet or in person? 

 
Not that I know of, except for this surprising Registered Lawyer’s Notice that was 
sent to the Vrindaban address. 
 

10. Prior to this notice, have you ever heard of, met, talked to, or come to know of 
any individual advocate at Prasad & Sukumar Associates? Did you know of the 
existence of Prasad & Sukumar Associates? 

 
I don't know them, never met, nor ever spoke with them. 
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11. Did you ever donate money or property to ‘Hare Krishna Movement’? 
 

On the day of my joining in 2013 I donated money and assets I had; my laptop, 
camera, home theater, projector, accessories etc., valued around Rs. 4 lakhs. Cash 
donations were also made by me anonymously. I was with them until February 2018 
and used to attend the daily morning program till 9:30 am and then travel from 
morning 10:00 am till 8:00 pm in the evening meeting strangers and preaching. I 
would have also raised donations for them worth Rs. 25 to 30 lakhs in that period. 
 

12. Did ‘Hare Krishna Movement’ ever pay you for any of your services? 
 
I never received any payments, neither did I have any active bank account. As 
preachers we lived by the principle that our Śrīla Prabhupāda is maintaining us, 
providing for our food, clothes, mobile phone, internet service, resting quarters, 
washrooms, conveyance for travelling for preaching, etc. 
 

(This interview with Chidananda Koppisetty was conducted on September 14th 2020.) 
 

(8) 
 
 Our member Chaturbuja das (Chidananda Kopisetty) does not offer any apology as he 
has done nothing wrong. We encouraged and will continue to encourage him and all our members 
to continue their preaching and activities in any group or forum on the Internet, whether be online 
groups they are actively participating in and/or group(s) they created themselves.  
 
 Please take note that Bhāgavat Dharma Samāj and our Swāmījī were in the past the target 
of numerous factual defamation attacks done via the Internet by members of what is called the 
“Ritvik movement”, which your client ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakhapatnam’ is a branch of. 
“Ritvik” agents are notably one of the most vitriolic offenders and have been shown over and 
over to be hyper aggressive, directly attacking in distasteful manner the integrity of anyone who 
dares disagree with them, and many times have demonstrated to be factual and purposeful 
defamers and lie fabricators with very little interest in the actual truth of things. Much of this can 
still be found on certain Internet websites and public Facebook discussions. What it concerns 
previous attacks on us, we did not pursue legal action even though defamatory articles against our 
authorized and scripturally authentic Gurū are still present online, in their still ongoing attempt to 
damage his good reputation. Their fabrications have already been thoroughly defeated, but this 
does not mean that we may not at any time, in our own timing and discretion, pursue legal action. 

Please feel free to contact us at opr@krsna.org if your office wishes to engage in further 
communication. We hope this helps. Thank you for your attention and careful considerations. 
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Krishna Kirtan                                 (Signed remotely) 
(Louvalie Loyola Caju) 
Acting secretary to His Divine Grace 
Mahāmaṇḍaleshwar Mahant Kṛṣṇa Balarām Swāmī 

 
Ratified by, 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Nandigala Prasada Reddy 
M.A., M.L., Advocate 
 

Copy to: 

1. Sri Sri Nitai Gauranga Mandir ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’, Behind NRI 
Hospital Road, D.no 50-49-32 TPT Colony, Seethammadara, Vishakapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh, India, 530016 (via Registered Post). 

2. ‘Hare Krishna Movement Vishakapatnam’ email info.vizag@hkm-group.org 

3. Madhu Pandit Dasa “ISKCON Bangalore”, Hare Krishna Hill, West of Chord Road, 
Rajaji Nagar, Bangalore, Karnataka, India, 560010 (via Registered Post). 

4. Komal Lahiri, WhatsApp Inc. Attention: Grievance Officer, 1601Willow Road, Menlo 
Park, California 94025, USA (via Registered Airmail and digital copy to  
grievance_officer_wa@support.whatsapp.com). 

5. To Bhagavat Dharma Samaj website info@krsna.org (via digital copy). 

6. Chathurbuja das (Chidananda Koppisetty) (via digital copy). 

7. To all interested and/or involved parties. 
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REFERENCES AND READING MATERIAL 

Gurū Nirnaya Dīpikā (The Scriptural Decision On Who Can Become Guru and Who Cannot) and 
Vaiṣṇava Kaṇṭha-Hāra (The Guidebook for the Spiritually Inclined) are included in this notice. 

All Swāmījī’s books can be downloaded for free at https://www.krsna.org/books 

Bhagavat Dharma Samaj YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuXm0ZVgvVKvzCEF5Ttl1ag 

ISKCON EXPOSED 
https://www.krsna.org/iskcon-exposed/ 

FROM BANABHATTA PRABHU — AND REPLY 
https://www.krsna.org/from-banabhatta-prabhu-and-reply/ 

THE VERY BEGINNING OF ISKCON VRINDAVAN 
https://www.krsna.org/the-very-beginning-of-iskcon-vrindavan/ 

LETTER TO BHAKTI CHARU SWAMI 
https://www.krsna.org/letter-to-bhakti-charu-swami/ 

BHAKTI CHARU SWAMI IS NOW ANSWERING TO THIS 
https://www.krsna.org/bhakti-charu-swami-is-now-answering-to-this/ 

LETTER: HISTORY & LOYALTY TO GURU 
https://www.krsna.org/letter-history-and-loyalty/ 

 
LETTER: CATEGORIES OF SPIRITUAL MASTERS 
https://www.krsna.org/categories-of-spiritual-masters/ 

THE GREAT PREDICTION 
https://www.krsna.org/the-great-prediction/ 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 
https://www.india.gov.in/my-government/constitution-india  

THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE OF INDIA, 1973  
https://www.policinglaw.info/assets/downloads/1973_Code_of_Criminal_Procedure_(India).pdf 
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ORIGINAL NOTICE FROM 

PRASAD & SUKUMAR ASSOCIATES 
U S V PRASAD, P SUKUMAR RAO 

ADVOCATES 

The following Registered Lawyer’s Notice was received at the  
Sri Sri Radha Govinda Mandir (Red Stone Temple) 

Bhagavat Dharma Samaj 
100 Feet Road, Raman Reti 

Vrindavan, 281121 
INDIA. 
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